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ST. JAMES’S PALACE

There can be no doubt that every summit of sacred art belongs in a sense to us all,
encompassing as it does a universal meaning that goes far beyond the literal message
of the divinely-established religion in which it is rooted. Some of these wonders are
monumental, such as the cathedrals and mosques of the Middle Ages. Others, much
smaller in size, such as icons and manuscripts, are portable, and many of these have
been removed from their original setting and can now be seen, rather like refugees, in
museums and libraries. The summits of sacred art reproduced in the following pages
belong to this second category.

This book by Martin Lings gives us over one hundred and eighty excellently
reproduced openings, carefully chosen from the greatest collections of Quran
manuscripts in the world. Let us hope that in addition to their immediate message of
beauty, these plates may help to revive the sacred art of illumination so that it may
accompany once again the art of Quran calligraphy which remains to this day a living
reality.
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ff. 1v—2r.
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Richard Ettinghausen (Arab Painting, Lausanne, 1962, p. 173)
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Cairo, National Library of Egypt, 54, ff. 2v-3r.
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ff. 1v—2r.
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Cairo, National Library of Egypt, 7, ff. 2v-3r.
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Cairo, National Library of Egypt, 8, ff. 2v-3r.
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